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PART I PALERMO to DALMATIA

THE CRUISE CONTINUES ALONG SICILY’'S NORTH COAST

We return to the boat okug 9, evening.

We spend Aug 10, Friday with preparations; the ieais hot as usual which does not help.

Finally have luxurious dinner at hotel Villaigiealtid farewell to Palermo, Jane’s town of traumas.

Aug 11, Saturday  Church on the rocks

After being berthed in marina Villalgiea for two mtbs, unfortunately the most expensive season of
the year, we leave Palermo.
Arrive Cefalu early and anchor for a swim off tlege beach W of the old town.

| have called ahead and agreed a mooring in Mali@efalu, with Marina Services Cefalu.

We note that there is swell from NW and are glad the marina is protected from this direction: The
substantial yacht harbour is located on the Edstnder Cefalu’s rock, on the opposite side of the
town. The staff are friendly, and the place haga holiday feel.
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The short walk into town is well worth doing. Cefas a popular resort overlooked by its impressing
Norman church, the streets below are filled witrsbaateries, souvenir and crafts shops. We diae in
smallish restaurant in a historic building righkht® the antique laundry and the old harbour;exan

a small seaside balcony where we can hear the breelking on the rocks below.

The ‘old harbour’ is a historic place where boatghthonce have been loaded and unloaded, but today
does not provide protection for more than a handffulinghies. Still, we see a sailing boat anchored
outside and rolling heauvily.

Aug 12, Sunday "OFF TO THE ISLANDS”

When Sicilians talk about the Aeolian islands, tbhaly call them “the Islands”.

Aeolus was the ruler of the winds in Greek mythgldgooking at web forums has left me with a
vision of very remote bare volcanos, precariousidairept anchorages, small basic facilities totally
taken over by adventurers and (foreign) salty saifluring the summer. Should | really go there with
my stupid wind averse motor boat at the very heaj#ugust?

We find out, that the Aeolians are an easily apgned and popular destination for boats from Sicily
and possibly also the Italian mainland. They havendigenous population and ancient history. Once
off the beaten track, there are now adequate ntuiuge - facilities for boats like ours, at leiast
Salina and Lipari. Tourism, now their main busineésgatered for in traditional local style, noteov
the-top, and all focussed on Italians. No airpoothigh rising buildings, no fast food, no English
breakfast, actually no foreign languages at all.

“Yes, go to the Islands” a
Sicilian tells me.“ They are
busy in summer but at the en
everyone finds space”.

So, today we head from Cefalu to the Islands,istartith the 39° 40 nm run towards Filicudi.
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Getting closer we are attracted to approach the orassual sight of La Canna rock, a 70m high lava
stack rising straight out of the sea. Here itihwttle Alicudi island in the distance.

P
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Turning to Filicudi’'s North coast we pass anotheargge lava formation, the

" !

Proceed to Porto Filicudi and then cross to Sasiteand and towards Capo Faro.
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The NW end of Salina island has dramatic volcanak formations, there is a bay and anchorage with
access from land via a steep flight of steps (Redlara village).

Finally we approach today’s harbour, marina PoditedEolie in Santa Marina Salina, the green
island’s main town.

This week is running up to Ferragosto, Aug 15, ofe peaks of the Italian holiday season. Ittisn
large port, and will get full in the evening. | herddo repeated calls to secure a berth this touaeit
has finally been confirmed, all seems well orgaiize
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The empty pontoons are all reserved for yachtsaritshich will come back when the sun sets.

) !

Santa Marina is a pleasant
small resort and busy.

The first restaurant we
approach is fully booked; we
then try a rustic looking
pizzerial/trattoria off the main
road. Simple red wine and
brilliantly prepared pasta
remind me of years ago.
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Aug 13, Monday To Isola Panarea (after a little isse) and then on to Lipari.

After a walk to the village for catering, enginesand try to leave berth, but one of those incislent
strikes which spice up Mediterranean docking. Tég ¥hin part (hauling line) of one of the moorings
has caught on a midship cleat (during berthingilddn between boats and fenders it has gone
unnoticed until the boat moves out. Then it car i@ mooring line behind until it gets caught meo
of the props. Our boat is stuck in the middle ef tiarbour until that rope is cut off.

The young ormeggiatori in Porto delle Eolie helgtfand efficiently, without fuss or diving kit, the
just borrow our kitchen knife. Their charge is E@D, for cutting the rope, freeing the propelled a
repairing the mooring, which | consider fair.

| do a quick dip into the clear warm water to ingp@e propeller, to their surprise, and to refresh
and we are ready to go. For today’s lunchtime ared®| have chosen a place off Punta Milazzese on
the South end of small Panarea island, which l@olis different from the others islands.

En route we get a view of the Stromboli, the mostthN-Easterly of the islands. It is an active valca

and from time to time emits a small puff of smokenust perform much better at other times to earn
its nickname ‘Lighthouse of the Mediterranean’.

(I ’ "o- . (”’
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The anchorage, which protects from swell from thésNbusy, like all useful anchorages around. We
find space at 16.5m and stay for a good few hours.

At 17:00 we leave to get to tonight’s harbour, ploet of Lipari, the main island of the Aeolians.

! ! rol " )

Arrive in Baia Lipari bay at 18:00, there are lofderries and yachts criss-crossing, | get a lmided
going straight into the evening sun. | have resevberth with La Buona Fonda in Marina Lunga.
Again, | find the Italian system of multiple smajperators competing in one place inconvenientHer t
first time visitor, who has no information abougth. Even if there are telephone numbers in your
guide, until you have seen the situation, you haveriteria to choose whom to call.

We approach La Buona Fonda pontoon, which is bgithe Old Town, but unfortunately next to the
ferries. We are directed to a berth and moor ufhcdigh there has been hardly any wind, there ig hug
movement on the pontoon, causing yachts to rollmnahce. We have to adjust fenders in a hurry. The
swell appears to come from the ferry traffic.

A yacht arriving and berthing next to us, a localton boat, experiences the same situation. Again we
have to adjust fenders. Yes, they say, there iayawuch movement here, but it calms over night...

+ !
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The moorings in Marina Lunga are on floating ponto an open bay without further protection,
there are no wave breakers between the commerradl and yachts. The guide mentions moorings in
Pignataro, a short walk to the North, which arepsged to be protected.

Lipari and its little castle rock look nice, we leagtinner in one of the restaurants along the sea
promenade, only few steps away from our mooring.

Over the evening the water gets calmer, and we aapget night.

Aug 14, Tuesday Final volcano day, and ovér Milazzo

+ B !

We spend the morning strolling through the pleasamrsll tourist town of Lipari, stocking up on fruit
real ones not the popular marzipan works of and-laoking for souvenirs.

Nearer to midday we leave for the neighbouringndlaf Vulcano.
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We approach the NW of Vulcano and anchor in Calanéggio, South of Porto Ponente, in 15m
depth. But there is swell from N, and | am not guitire about the rocky ground. After a swim we
leave and look for a better place.

I+ 2 "$! ! I
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We anchor in the other, East side, bay, in busyoRtirLevante in calm water and 15m depth. Seems
that all anchor spaces at lower depth are takehdiytime.
+

At 16:00 it is time to lift the anchor for the shénip of 17 nm to tonight’s harbour, Milazzo, bagck
Sicily’s mainland. + 3
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Milazzo is a large town with an ample harbour bdasmcommercial craft with the yacht marina in one
corner near town.

| find that Milazzo’s marina and sea front aredgiofvhat the tourist needs but are not too exiting.
a useful place for a stopover or to wait in casecement weather.

The next morning, on the way out of port, we pasfrange black ‘pirate’ ship. | learn later thast
vessel is the stage and ‘caravan’ of a Canadiatrdneompany on tour in Sicily this year:

4 56 * 77 !
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Aug 15, Wednesday Between Scylla and Chanis

A sunny day and calm sea. On the flat North cadsse to the Messina strait, we anchor for a quick
lunch in front of a sandy beach in 5m in azure bWager. Now we feel strong enough to approach the
Strait.

The Calabrian coast is already visible. A grand raotihThe last time Tarilian had had sight of
European mainland was on"2August 2011, when we left Calpe and crossed tmEatera; since
then we have done 1200 nm.

: ol 2 !

Passing the Messina strait we notice current,acgs about 2 kn going North (against us).

We take the Small Vessels’ channel through thetshnat there is no large vessel traffic anywayarap
from cross channel ferries.

Menorca to Dalmatia — Cruise Log 2012 Page 64 of 102



We spot 5 or more of the bizarre looking swordhslats roaming about in search of dosing targets.

They have a hugely long ladder construction jutforgvard from the bow (where the shooters lie) and
a tall lookout tower, supported by a lot of stealts.

! 1o

A small car ferry coming out of Villa San Giovaraneates an unusual indication on the AIS screen:
The ship’s symbol (an arrow) is moving backwardse Vessel may be using reverse gear? AIS

displays its heading away from us, whilst the veisselearly approaching. Wasn't Scylla said tceliv
over there?

1o "ol !
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On the way further down to Taormina we encountenesesmall eddies and whirlpools, as if in tidal
waters, even in this settled weather. Noted, bunless. | guess, Charybdis has lost her teetheigeth
days.

) 2 ! 118 ! ! !

Arrive at marina Riposto just after 18:00

Marina Riposto is a new, large and safe marinard tsea good restaurant with a bar and pizzeria on
site. Welcome after a longish trip.
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Aug 16-18, TAORMINA, THE ETNA AND CATANIA

* 0! &

Aug 16, Thursday Riposto — and Riposto agai

Technical services are available in the marinahénmorning | contact the local Volvo service asl a
that an engineer inspects one of the sea water pwhigh is occasionally showing a slight leak after
turning off. Engineers appear within an hour, aogvince me that the leakage is marginal, just an
issue of wear of the seals. | should not have problnavigating to Croatia. That is good news, airep
would have entailed a wait for parts of nearly ameek.

In a “let’s get on” mood, and with a forecast ofrttherly winds 3-4 bf. decreasing and swell from SW
of only 0.5m we decide to re-fuel and cast offtmss the lonian Sea to the Italian mainland coadt a
towards Roccella lonica in Calabria.

Once off the Sicilian coast, and on a course df w&encounter rather stronger N wind than expected
and swell from NNE increasing to 1-2m, which make journey very uncomfortable. After an hour, at
13:00, there is no improvement. We still have 30targo to Capo Spartivento, and further 30 along
the Calabrian coast, without an alternative podedide to give up battling the waves, and to hack

to Sicily and take it easy.

After some rolling in beam seas we anchor in redapirotection in Giardini Naxos’ bay, below
Taormina, at 14:00 and stay for the afternoon.

There is a small yacht harbour at the South entdeobay, but they have no space for our boat fer th
night any more. So | suggest we go back to Rip&@ton further South. Riposto is a good base if we
need to wait for calmer weather.

Jane does not seem to be happy about this devetbplbug at the end we will find that it has beerlwe
worth the delay.
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Aug 17, Friday Mingling with the masses in Taormim
Morning spent in marina. | study forecasts fronfedént sources on the web to find out why we got
surprised by unexpected high waves and wind thébdéyre.

We now feel as tourists, and in the afternoon detadvisit Taormina, in particular its Greek theatr
Riposto is on the trainline Catania - Messina, sdl\get to Taormina-Giardini by train easily. Good
plan, but ... the train is delayed by 55 minutesl then takes staggering 29 for the short distance.
Eventually at Giardini Naxos station, | rush tolgeataxi for the uphill ride to Taormina and to the
Greek theatre. We arrive there 18:30, literallthatlast minute to get in for a visit this afternoo
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After sunset, we join the masses strolling alongsGdJmberto in the old town.

Taormina is Sicily’s major tourist resort. Hundrexdshops, smart bars and restaurants and, of&ours
old churches, palaces and amazing views.

) "* & 8 11 !

Have nice dinner in a restaurant at the West sideide porta Catania, just off the noises of thenma
street; and then take a taxi back to the marina.
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Aug 18, Saturday  Round the Etna by mini train, anda ride in Catania’s Metro
Riposto is not a tourist place at all, but a smaltking town. Catania airport is within easy reach.

* 18 0!

Today we are going to try a low key excursion, lsc@etnea train (FCE) from Riposto to Catania.
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The narrow gauge train is a bit of a time warp. Titst part from Riposto to Rendazzo is quite nice,
between vineyards and lava fields.

The second part, from Rendazzo, is disappointirtgkes long, is not close to mount Etna, whicimis
clouds, and uninteresting; nearer to Catania pauhterranean voyage through suburbias.
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Catania itself appears to have been cleaned uarts, pts amazing baroque architecture, the dorde an

some other churches and palaces are shining irgreyy of course many derelict and neglected sites
are seen in central locations as well.

- 06! ! ' ! ! ! !

We further have a look at the castle Ursino, Friedés residence. We are impressed by the layodt a
design of the town which had been reconstructeat #tie earthquake of 1693. However, | find the

atmosphere somehow not inviting to stay longer thtakes to visit the sights, although there are
plenty of restaurants. The pathetic Metro line ¢ase on its own.
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We return to Riposto by national rail, this timehiokups, a fast journey.
It has been one of the hottest days.

Have dinner at local restaurant Le Botti near tlagina. Good food and friendly professional service
We get some more Italian treats this evening, Azopower outage during dinner (which does not seem
to bother anyone) and a nice small firework disgégr 23:00.

| have reviewed the weather forecasts sites thed teebe checked and combined. The italian marine
forecast on meteoAM.is basic information for greai®as, it can be inaccurate along the coast where
local winds blow differently. | use passageweattan, and recently found ‘previsioni vento e
mare/consorzio Lamma’ useful too. Specific locahds are on windfinder and windguru.

After studying the resources | believe it is okiiove on the next morning.
Proper high pressure summer weather is returning. Should be the right moment to leave Sicily and
start the final long leg of our journey, along tbaian coast to the Adriatic Sea.

+ 0! - I !
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THE IONIAN COAST, OTRANTO STRAIT AND ADRIATIC COAST

Aug 19, Sunday Rocella lonica. - A harbouwith a sand dune and pizza for 1000

Leaving Sicily and smoking mount Etna

The trip to Rocella lonica is 72 nm; we
leave berth early, at 8am, and have an
almost completely calm voyage across to
Calabria and up the coast to Rocella.

We have got plenty of time, and cruise at displaa@nspeed close to Rocella.

Berthing at Rocella lonica has been a concern Wipeepared for the journey. There are inconsistent
reports of how the harbour is operated, the engrassaid to be silted up and dangerous. By calling
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could not get confirmation of a berth. Anyhow stthe only yacht harbour along the 135 nm strefch o
coast between Messina and Crotone, therefore we fae¢hance to avoid it.

As of 2012, there is no marina operator in Rodelig the harbour is looked after by local authesti
police. There is a coast guard station. When agping, you have to call the Guardia Costiera on
VHF 16 and confirm that your vessel’s draft is ldsmn 2.2m. They will then allow you to come in,
and warn you of the sand dune at the entrance.

We find that the depths all along our approachasaenthan 3m, and get in safely. The sandbank in the
entrance is marked with buys, boats entering neé&dép between them and the port side (red) light.

& ! < ! !

We are then directed to berth alongside by Framgesgeo turns out to be a private agent who helps
boaters. He hands me a form to fill in for the Gdasard agency; | deliver the paper, although it's
outside their office hours, but a lady helps. | Belw to pay, but she smiles and explains that dlaestc
guard does not collect money.

According to Francesco, a harbour fee is payabtbdgolice; he’ll let them know.

The use of space within the harbour is not maxidjiaeeas between pontoons seem unused. On our
qguay there is no electricity or water, but we danind.

)y ' 1o ("
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Francesco calls and asks whether the police hésedatd, | say no. We are going to leave the next
morning by 9:00; he says he has told them anduhiéghow up before that time.

There is a pizzeria/restaurant on site. At sunseple start setting up tables and chairs whichlesoh
around stacked high. More and more tables go lipgfi& stretch all along the harbour basin. Is¢her
some kind of town event in preparation? Will we gtved dinner here at all?

Unnecessary worries. When we get there, a largdbauof people have already arrived, but they do
not appear to make much noise. A waiter shows ugkkyy for the first and only time on our journey
we have a native English speaker, an Ozzie on awunob. We ask whether they are celebrating
anything special. He says no, that's what happeesyanight. Pizza for 1000. It has to be seen to be
believed. Anyhow, the service works surprisinglgtfand efficient, the food is not expensive.

The evening is, as usual, at balmy 28 °C and cdsiplealm.
Tomorrow’s forecast is, again, N to NE wind 3-4 gpétting less during the day.
The trip to Crotone is 65 nm.

o (" rro =1 rrot
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Aug 20, Monday Ancient weather wisdom, marinefie and Crotone
We leave port at 9:10, the police have not arriecbllect their fee.

[ | "% ]

Initially there is little swell, but in the middigf the Golfo di Squillace the wind from NE increase
raising steep uncomfortable swell of up to 1 magainst us.

The old saying holds true over the forecaigolfo di Squillace dove il vento mai tdc@ he gulf of
Squillace where the wind is never silent).

The 18 nm trip to Capo Rizzuto is a bit bumpy agwlds occasional spray up to the flybridge although
| slow down; but once there, we anchor in the eneit the bay SW of the cape and in front of a heac
The wind calms down and the onward journey to Gretis comfortable.

We have had sightings of dolphins on this coastreefseveral at a time jumping out of the wateg lik
synchronized swimmers. Closer to Crotone a largecssature gets in sight, of grey-greenish colour,
approaching from port side and getting close. Jasists it is a ‘dolphin’; in response the whalentu
round, blows a fountain out of the spout on hiskba@gs his big tail at us and swims away. Pah!

Around Crotone
there a more
monsters in the
water: About 4
gas platforms,
some with latin
names.
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| have called the harbour ahead and spoken to anging name of De Santis, who has promised a
mooring for our size of boat will be available.

We arrive just before 18:00, when | call De Saagain, who helps berthing the boat near the fuel
pontoon. He is a polite and helpful chap, and theeges are moderate. He turns out to be the operato
of the fuel station, and rents a few moorings neatr.

As in harbours before, Crotone’s various mooringsaavned and run by several operators including a
yachting club. We are pleased with our pick.

& !

After hosing down the very salty boat we walk rddhe harbour wall and into town, and have dinner
in the spacious pedestrianized avenue along thmaea

Crotone is not at all a tourist place, but vergliwfor a Monday. Lots of folks out and about, big
family business as everywhere in the South. Wehgetmpression that Calabria is by no means an
impoverished or unsophisticated area somewhered®&p; on the contrary, people appear to have a
great outdoor lifestyle and be able to go out eveégit.

Fish markets are big, stalls and fishmongers hagebss. Similar to Riposto, people seem to love
buying fresh fish (which comes without transporaichand middle men).

Aug 21, Tuesday Crossing the Golf daranto.

Today’s is a straight 52° course of 70 nm acrosgytif to Capo Santa Maria Leuca. We have near
ideal conditions with light N wind in the morningéno wind or swell from noon.

Leaving Crotone we notice a number of jelly fistanthe harbour entrance, they are of the whitigle ty
with blue rims. Those are the dangerous type whiicty, and, they are big.
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Jane thinks it looks
a little like a dog
from afar.

Visibility is not great, around 12 nm. So, mucltlod journey is done without sight of land.

We are leaving the coast of Calabria and arrivmBuglia.
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Arrive in Santa Maria di Leuca, and berth nextie tuel pontoon, the place is quite busy.
The marina, with the tall lighthouse and monumehtaldings in the background, is a leisure port, a
pleasant spot that has the feel of a laid backdeassort.

Leuca, at the border of the Adriatic and loniansSéas been a place for summer villas in the gy
century. Several of them, in a fancy, eclectic ofistyles, still stand and are used, a handfuhase
the marina.

< !
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No shortage of possibilities to stock up, or farrdér. Anyhow, we are slowly getting bored with the
usual Italian menu.

The thought that we have reached the Adrig
Sea, and will enter it tomorrow, is lifting my
spirits.

| even post a picture on facebook.

&

Aug 22, Wednesday S.Maria di Leuca to Brindisi though the Otranto Strait (which ‘strait’?)

The stable high summer weather continues, a fore€®E winds 2-3 bf is perfect to continue our run
North with another substantial hop, 67 nm, to Bishd

We leave the marina before 9:00 and have a lockatocks and caves around.
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Having entering the Adriatic Sea, we follow the Rargcoast to North, and approach Capo d’Otranto
at around 11:00.

The coastline has become lower and less dramatRuglia, we expect to pass endless low sandy
beaches and not many features on our way furthehNmtil we reach the Gargano peninsula.

By the way, Otranto and Leuca are bases to crasetGreek islands (Corfu, 80 nm).
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The Strait of Otranto does not feel like a stiaits 40 nm wide.
We pass the entrance to Otranto harbour after anb#if hour, and arrive Brindisi harbour at 16:00.

Brindisi is a large industrial harbour, with - ! situated quietly in a part of the outer
harbour, a while away from the town.
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We refuel, the guy seems a bit inexperienced eg to be helpful, all turns out correct at the.end
He directs us to a nearby berth alongside the qaetoon.
The marina is modern and spacious, with furtheempidl for extension, but is half empty as it is.

! - | 7 [

Dinner is taken in the on-site restaurant whicleisffquite a sophisticated service considering éney
not very busy; there is also a small supermark#termarina. More choice could obviously be foumd i
town, a taxi ride away, which is of no interestise at this stage.

Aug 23, Thursday Ciccio di Cavallo in Bisagie

| experience difficulty reserving a berth in Baarhour or Molfetta, next possible stops on my route
plan. There appear to be no marinas geared upatondtd visiting yachts; only pontoons owners, who
are not always available to be contacted. Otheraatshelp but give advice — of course in Italiatyon
via terrible cracking up phone lines. For sureydf had to go to these ports, | could get hold & threy
suggest, say Lega Navale in Bari, sooner or latemake VHF contact once there, and we would
eventually find a berth.

However, having just had the “large industrial pstrroundings at Brindisi, | am actually not keien
experience it again. Suggest to change plan andegextra 15 miles to the small harbour of Bisaagli
where there is a leisure marina with someone agitldeof telephone line with whom | can agree a
berth.

m !

After a trip of 78 nm we reach Bisceglie by 17:00
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The harbour entrance looks different from the chatnew wavebreaker has been constructed outside
the beach, there are yellow buoys marking the wgrkirea either side. Approaching harbour from E,
we keep inside the wavebreaker on the side of ¢laeltb

2 ! ! &!

2" 2 !
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Bisceglieapprodi marina is a small modern businasd,the boss helpful.

We go to a pizzeria at the harbour and try theic¢®’, similar to pizza but with very thin dough,
almost crispy, and very dry, no mozarella. Theegaality is a ciccio with horse meat,. Always ooe t
try new things | must have one: It is my first dast ciccio. Other variants such as Jane’s, wittm@a
ham and rucola, might be ok.

Later strolling around in search for a cafe tasivn, we discover that there are strangely no aafes
bars at all around the harbour area. The town eesnt bit too far to explore after our long ti§m, it's
drinks on board for the skipper to digest his horse

| have been checking weather forecasts keenlgpkd good for the next days including Monday, Aug
26. We want to move on and get to Croatia by tihae.t
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Aug 24, Friday To Vieste, the spot on thear of the Italian boot.

Sunny and calm seas. Going straight across theBlsanfredonia towards Vieste.

It is a bit hazy, but finally the coastline shows tocky shapes of the Gargano promontory, witlstéie

at the very tip. Arrive Vieste after uneventful 4.

+ 1
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| have called Darsena for a mooring.
When approaching, it appears that
they are one of several pontoon
operators in Vieste, not the largest.
There are spaces available in the large
harbour; the other operators are not on
the web or in my guidebook.
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When berthing, we get an unbelievable show of amete skills by berthing helpers.

In the berth we are advised to moor up, the mooripges are too short and end up pointing backwards
instead of forward (!), the boat is therefore ublathe side keeps colliding with the edgy enthef T
pontoon, which is far too short and unsuitableg¢abed as a finger pontoon. With any movement the
boat can be damaged. The ormeggiatori have put aberth for a boat several meters shorter than
ours. | refuse to stay there for any longer.

Oblivious to the danger they caused, they therctire to a regular space, stern-to at the endeaf Th
pontoon between two other similar sized yachtsnStapes get passed ashore. As soon as | pull the
mooring at the bow tight, the boat gets pulled afwam the pontoon(!); none of the guys on the
pontoon has managed to fix stern lines to ringsodal the boat. | have to motor back to pass thesop
ashore again.

Meanwhile, one guy has (without being asked) jumpedeck to ‘help’, brings a second mooring up
and walks it forward to the bow, so, one can reaBlynexpect he is going tie it on. Instead, he ésav
both mooring ropes untied and hanging loose owebtw cleats, and disappears suddenly. The boat
remains again unsecured until | notice it.

Thankfully, this experience remains unique. Of seymost ormeggiatori, or marinaios, as they are
called in Croatia, are competent and helpful. Builll never forget, however authoritative any one
appears, that their position is, that it's yourtbgaur decision, your responsibility.

* L+

Vieste is part of the tourist business in the Gaogagion, there are trips to the Tremiti islands o
offer, and fast ribs for rent. | hear from the owtleat sometimes such a rib gets used to crogweto t
nearest Dalmatian islands with urgent suppliesengine spares.

Small food shops are close to the harbour but igteric centre is uphill in a distance.

The harbour restaurants are getting busy; thedmestight by the water is fully booked so we have t

look for second best, one of the usual restaupareeria/ family eateries.
It is a hot evening, and we will give Vieste Oldwiioon the hill a miss. Maybe next time.
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For tonight, we are happy to have arrived at thalfpoint of our Italian journey, and are eagerly
anticipating the crossing to Croatia the followntay.

From Vieste the nearest Croatian island harboanisastovo 60 nm away, but we know and like
Komiza on Vis, 70 nm away. This is our destinafi@ntomorrow.
Mooring on Komiza town quay is on a first cometfgsrve basis, but Saturdays are not busy.

Aug 25, Saturday THE ADRIATIC CROSSING — Komiza / Vis

A perfect day, light westerly winds in the morningcoming variable and dying down during the day.
Staying hot and sunny.
( mnan
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Technically it’s just another crossing, not longen from Sicily to Rocella lonica, or across thafG
di Taranto, but it feels much grander as it isfthal leg of our ‘offshore’ journey, taking us taiio
destination country and familiar cruising grounds.

| have chosen to navigate past Palagruza. Theyooeky island with just a lighthouse on it, istire
middle of the Adriatic half way between Italy andb@tia, and belongs to Croatia.

Before getting there we cross the traffic lanest@outh, where we encounter a row of freighters
travelling SW. Visibility is about 8 nm, a bit hazy

, 7
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At 16:00 we are berthed at Komiza town quay. Thibdar captain’s office is closed at that time but
will be open Sunday morning for the registratiomialities.

The town is how we remember it, a nostalgic stagjefsa little castle and quaint old stone houses
around the harbour.

) B7 8

We are pleased with our trip.
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There is actually something new, right behindTusose bronzes walking the harbour wall.

Have dinner at Kanoba Bako.
Aug 26, Sunday Croatian papers and relaxing in pdr

First thing is to follow up on getting the Croatiaavigation permit for our boat. This procedure may
change with the EU next year, but this time it's BY. The helpful lady at the harbour office checks
the ships documents, insurance and my passpoetr #ifing in a form and crew list, and paying the
relevant fee, the Croatian ship papers and stigkeone year) are issued in no time.

The next step is to see the police to registeliraarigration, a police cubicle is at the end of the
harbour quay.

The young officer in charge is initially a bit igghiant that | am only showing up on Sunday after
having arrived on Saturday afternoon, but she sbows understanding, issues our residency permits
and signs off the boat’s papers.

The weather is sunny and calm during the first pathe day, but at 15:30 clouds start forming and
wind from W gets up quite suddenly, heavily gustiflgis is several hours earlier than forecast, the
weather change was announced for the evening. YWestaeds cause surge into the harbour, causing
the boats on the quay to roll and launch forwardastzackwards awkwardly.

To help the pulling and tearing of the stern rojpigsrubber ‘bungy mooring compensators’ which
seem to be useful.
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From around 19:30 the setting sun and clouds ceespectacle of colours. The sky turns to dramatic
red and orange and creates an eerie mood oveatheur until darkness sets in.

' B 78 > r

Over the evening the wind turns N.
Have dinner at the excellent Konoba Jastozera,iwieeds booking these days.
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Aug 27, Monday.
Lots of tourists in Komiza. The day has been fosetabe windy;

Around midday, whilst | am involved in jobs aroutig boat, a large catamaran with a Bavarian crew
tries to berth on the next mooring and, pushedbwind, touches our port bow with their stb stern,
causing cosmetic scratches. Pictures are takehinagt that the issue is recorded in case thairep
should be more than a trifle. After a few callgteir charter company a record of the incidentr&nah

up and signed by the parties.

In the afternoon gusting westerly wind gets up, sasithe day before, and surge on the moorings.
It is still very warm during the day, but the earlheat has gone, nights are cooler in Croatiaaiticen
is not required any more.

Have dinner in one of the Konobas along the semenade. .

Sept 28, Tuesday A first stop in a Dalmatian baygnd then a marina to be avoided

The calm of the night is shortly disturbed when Aicen youngsters, taking part in a “Yachting
Week” flotilla, are having a drunken row on the nhegat.

“Yachting Week” is an organized holiday for wealitypung) sailors internationally. If you can find
out where they plan to make landfall, try to avitidm. | hear that they sometimes change itinerary.
We get up to nice weather in the morning. After s@hopping — which is extremely easy in small
Komiza — we leave the harbour and go along Vis'tBa@oast to the Pakleni islands, anchor in Soline
bay for lunch and a great swim.

, 1B

Carry on 14:15 towards Trogir. Westerly wind haeni to 4 bf and causes small but steep swell on the
crossing towards the West end of Solta.
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Around 17:00 we arrive in front of marina Yachtcl8bget near Trogir.

We are directed to a berth on the mostly emptyideiggsontoon. The wind is W 4-5 bf , which blows
right from abeam on the intended mooring spads.dktremely difficult to berth here with no boats
next to either side, just one small sports cruiséee which would be squashed if we had no
bowthruster. Eventually we are tied up, with nasléhan four mooring ropes. During the manoeuvre
the floating pontoon has had contact with the Eftfprm and displaced the port side wooden dinghy
chock.

We are looking for a long term berth, and had aber&d marina Seget, as a berth so close to Trogir
and Split airport sounds attractive. But havingexignced the situation we find it unacceptable. A
floating pontoon in the open water, unprotectedresgahe Mistral which blows strongly in this arées,
not a safe place to keep a boat, and is likelgaadl lto problems every time you moor up. Furthermore
the mooring ropes are too light and unsuited fagdaboats, a sign of the cheap nature of this
development.

We will enquire at marinas Kremik and Frapa.

Towards the evening we witness a large foreswineeh has developed on Ciovo on the other side of a
hill, in the direction of Trogir.

D) ! ! "
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There are no people on the other boats apart fram&ighbour who is a visitor, too; dinner at the
stylish restaurant which is almost empty, a pitgeaese the service is friendly and the food good.

Aug 29 -30, Primosten and Marina Kremik revisied

A dinghy on a loose chock is unacceptable, so gesws and tools out and fix it first thing in the
morning. Leave berth late morning, and anchor neertthe E of islet Sv Fumija in 12m depth.

In the afternoon we move on to marina Kremik wheeearrive at 18:00.
Marina Kremik is a charter base. In mid week th@liSunsail fleet has gone out.

Menorca to Dalmatia — Cruise Log 2012

The following day we stay in the marina, which vaxé
known for years, and discuss boat maintenance.

In the evening we go to Primosten for dinner. Tise
we find Primosten extremely busy, maybe, because it
still August. Restaurants seem to claim more ancemo
space of the harbourfront promenade.

Aug 31, Friday Visiting Marina Frapa

The weather has become unsettled, mixed cloudyya |
has developed in the West of Italy. Warnings ajrer SE

wind.

During the day we anchor in U.Koprisca on 7m, thia
spot just West of marina Frapa.

Move to marina Frapa in the late afternoon.
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We intend to try marina Frapa, where annual bathsavailable. It is very close to Kremik, anyway.
| quite like the marina, it looks upmarket, is @ated, there are stone quays, and the setting smiall
bay, with Rogosniza village on the opposite sidgléasant.

Sep 1, Saturday The weather has turned really wet and windy. Y&g & marina Frapa for the day.

Sep 2, Sunday Zlarin redeemed

It is again sunny and the winds are light. We |elarapa and head for island Kakan in the Sibenik
archipelago, where U. Potkucina is a large proteatehor bay, where we anchor for lunch. | notice
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many new mooring buoys around on the edges, bte teglenty of space to anchor away from them.
After half an hour a rib arrives with a guy whoiola to be a representative of the “Kakan Park” who
have a commission to operate the mooring buoysrieleto charge money. Even worse, he declares,
that anchoring is now forbidden in this bay anduirther two bays; he produces a makeshift leafiet o
the “Kakan Park” as proof.

| do not want to start arguments but don’t wanpdg the crook for no services provided, so we leave
| find the “Kakan” development disturbing. Offerimgooring buoys may be one good thing, but
declaring a blanket anchor ban over three bayseniere is plenty of space is suspicious.

We anchor across in U. Vanska on Karpije, which“Kekan Park” does not yet claim.

D +1": =1 1

At 15:30 we weigh anchor to go towards the islahdlarin with its small picturesque harbour.

| have memories of our 2010 visit when | sufferdayt injury to an arm ligament during berthing (a
least | believe so), my only boating injury - tougbod -, which | blame on the docking master.
This time things look different. There are only fewats around, the harbour master directs us to a
berth on the protected ‘inner’ quay; and mooringsua breeze. The ‘Zlarin curse’ has vanished.
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Later | have a swim from the boat, the water inlthegbour basin is as clear as the ‘beach’ on the si
locals go swimming here as well; nobody minds.
The restaurant right by the quay is pleasant. fiilme we like Zlarin.
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Sep 3, Monday Black mud and black clouds

Leaving Zlarin we explore the nearby coastal afés. anchorage at Morinje cove, a river like
indentation, is very well protected from the wind.

! E

The water looks a bit muddy but I still go swimminghen lifting the anchor, it comes up full of &iyc
mud. There are black clouds all over, and the wiasl picked up to SW force 4-5.

We anchor for tea for an hour in U Musorovicaekls dark and blustery, not comfortable.

The short journey back to marina Kremik is easywaedarrive by 17:30.

Sep 4to 6. Marina Kremik our home berth

Wet, windy and cooler weather, with many heavy shiowers and thundery storms interspersed with
brighter spells. The boat stays in the marina.

| am able to arrange an annual berth in marina KeeglRrimosten. In the afternoon of Sep 6 we take
the boat out for a spin, then re-fuel and berthlidarfirst time in her new home berth.
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The weather at the end of our cruising season éas Bisappointing, but we admit that we have
enjoyed several weeks of continued hot and wonthegunny days at times when we needed it most.

Sep 7,Friday we return to London. Our 2012 cruise haseto an end, its target has been reached.
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REVIEW

In retrospect, would | try to do something diffettgnf could plan the cruise again in an ideal so@of?

| would do Sardinia’s North coast two or three wekdter, closer to summer. Crossing to Sicily, |
would choose Trapani or Castellamare. | would ataalermo for few nights only, and the Aeolian
islands should be visited before the start of thekpseason in mid July.

But, if such a plan was not feasible, would | de tiuise again? Yes. Anytime.

As we had hoped for, our cruises of 2011 and 2@G\2 been the highlights of our boating hobby, and
given us a unique sense of purpose, teamwork,esreitt and, ultimately, achievement.
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